AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A tailgate assembly adapted to bo mounted along 
an open edge of a vehicle's open load-carrying bed, the tailgate assembly comprising: 

a stamped sheet metal frame having a reinforced cross-sectional shape with an 
inner side facing an associated vehicle's load-carrying bed and an outer side opposite 
the inner side , said frame pivotallv connected to a wall forming the vehicle's open load- 
carrvinq bed : and 

a windowless skin attached to the outer side of the frame. 

2. (Currently Amended) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 further including: 
a structural cladding attached to the inner side of the frame and substantially 

covering said inner side . 

3. (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 2 wherein the structural cladding 
includes a corrugated section to provide torsional and bending resistance. 

4. (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 2 wherein the structural cladding 
is formed of a sheet molding compound which enables the cladding to be relatively 
lightweight. 

5. (Currently Amended) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 wherein the frame 
having the reinforced cross-sectional shape includes a raised section extending around 
nn area adjaeeei a pnrimotor of the framo longitudinally along each of a t oo edge and a 
bottom edge of the tailgate assembly for increasing the stiffness of the frame and 
resisting bending of the frame when a load is applied thereto. 

6. (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 5 wherein the frame further 
includes a peripheral flange located between the raised section and the perimeter of the 
frame. 
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7. (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 6 wherein the skin is attached to 
the peripheral flange via welding. 

8. (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 wherein the frame includes: 
a raised section defined along a frame perimeter; 

a peripheral flange extending outwardly from the raised section in a plane 
generally parallel to the tailgate, the skin having a peripheral edge that mates with the 
frame peripheral flange for providing a welding seam that is relatively easy to access 
during assembly of the tailgate. 

9. (Previously Presented) The tailgate assembly of claim 2 further including: 
a cap connected to the cladding and the skin over a top side of the frame. 

1 0. (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 wherein the frame includes a 
reinforcing rib adjacent at least one edge of the frame. 

1 1 . (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 0 wherein the frame includes a 
reinforcing rib extending along each perimeter edge of the frame. 

1 2. (Original) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 wherein the frame includes an 
embossed area adjacent a perimeter of the frame. 

13. (Previously Presented) A vehicle closure structure comprising: 

a frame having a double-hat shape including a raised section and an inner flange 
and an outer flange flanking the raised section; 

a sheet molding compound structural cladding adjacent and connected to the 
raised section of the frame; and 

a skin adjacent and connected to the outer flange of the frame. 

14. (Currently Amended) The vehicle closure structure of claim 13 further 
including: 

a control mechanism connoctod directly mounted to the inner flange of the frame 
for operating and disabling associated locks and hinges of the tailgate. 
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1 5. (Previously Presented) The vehicle closure structure of claim 1 3 wherein 
the structural cladding includes a corrugated section for spreading any load applied 
thereto to the frame. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The vehicle closure structure of claim 1 5 wherein 
the corrugated section is generally located in an area defined inside the raised section. 

17. (Previously Presented) The vehicle closure structure of claim 13 further 
including: 

at least one stiffener connected to the frame for reinforcing the frame. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The vehicle closure structure of claim 1 7 wherein 
the at least one stiffener is positioned adjacent at least one corner of the frame that will 
have an associated hinge attached thereto. 

19. (Original) A vehicle load-carrying bed comprising: 
a generally rectangular bed floor; 

a front wall extending upwardly adjacent a front edge of the bed floor; 
a first side wall extending upwardly adjacent a first side edge of the bed floor; 
a second side wall extending upwardly adjacent a second, opposite side edge of 
the bed floor; and 

a dual-axis tailgate positioned along a rear edge of the bed floor and extending 
between the first and second sidewalls, the tailgate pivotally movable about an axis 
generally parallel with the rear edge of the bed floor and about an axis generally parallel 
with a vehicle bed edge of the first side wall, the tailgate including: 

a sheet metal frame having an embossed area for increasing the rigidity of the 
tailgate; 

a cladding attached to a first side of the frame facing the front wall; and 
a skin attached to a second, opposite side of the frame. 

20. (Previously Presented) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 wherein the 
stamped sheet metal frame is an integral structure formed from a single steel sheet. 
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21. (Previously Presented) The tailgate assembly of claim 1 wherein the 
stamped sheet metal frame substantially forms a tailgate structure and defines a size of 
the tailgate structure. 

22. (New) The tailgate assembly of claim 2 wherein the structural cladding 
includes a corrugated section and one side of the structural cladding defines an outer 
surface of the tailgate assembly facing the open load-carrying bed. 



